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Possibly the first cave-dwellers used caverns for
homes merely because they were the most convenient
or perhaps the only available retreats. But they soon
found that a cave, especially if in an inaccessible situ-
ation, is far more easily protected against foes and Is
a safer dwelling than a hut In the -open. Being thus,
by their mode of life, fairly free from molestation,
and not being compelled to be forever fleeing from
enemies or engaged In warfare, they had more time to
devote to arts and industries and hence developed a
high state of culture. From cave-dwellers, living in
natural grottoes and caverns, to cliff-dwellers, living
in stone homes under protecting overhanging cliffs,
was a natural and easy step.
Had they not adopted this mode of life they un-
doubtedly would have been wiped out by their less
cultured and more nomadic neighbors, or would have
been compelled to revert to a nomadic life and
savagery themselves, for even though the caves
were excellent protection, they were limited In size
and number, and, as the race increased, there would
not have been enough caverns to accommodate
them. Cliff-dwellings could be enlarged and added
to, and possessed another advantage in that their
inhabitants could maintain a watch on their en-
emies. Even as It was, the villages, far up on the
precipitous mountainsides, did not always serve to
protect the cliff-dwellers. Often they must have been
taken by surprise, and many of their race must have
fallen victims to the weapons of their wild enemies,
for we find many of their skeletons with stone arrow-
heads embedded in the bones. Sometimes the
wounded recovered, for the bones are healed about